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SUMMER POOL FUN!
During the Summer Term, the children get the opportunity to
enjoy our heated outdoor swimming pool!
Learning to swim is a very important part of the National
Curriculum. All schools must provide swimming instruction
either in Key Stage 1 or Key Stage 2. In particular, pupils
should be taught to:




swim competently, confidently and proficiently over a
distance of at least 25 metres
use a range of strokes effectively [for example, front
crawl, backstroke and breaststroke]
perform safe self-rescue in different water-based
situations.

TRIP BACK IN TIME
Our Year 4s visit one of England’s
greatest archaeological sites.
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With our own swimming pool on-site, it provides a wonderful
opportunity for our children to excel in this aspect of their
Physical Education.

A DAY OF MANY COLOURS
The whole school shared a wonderful
picnic in glorious sunshine!
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Summer Prayer

Children enjoying themselves during a weekly P.E. lesson.

Father, Creator of all, thank You for
summer! Thank you for the warmth
of the sun and the increased
daylight. Thank You for the beauty I
see all around me and for the
opportunity to be outside and enjoy
Your creation. Thank You for the
increased time I have to be with my
friends and family, and for the more
casual pace of the summer season.
Draw me closer to You this summer.
AMEN.
(Author unknown)

Warm my soul with the awareness of
Your presence
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TRIP BACK IN TIME
Dragonflies and Fireflies had an
eventful Spring Term filled with
lots of exciting opportunities. Our
busy term began with a trip to
West Stow Anglo-Saxon Village.
Both children and adults enjoyed
exploring one of England’s
greatest archaeological sites. The
children had the opportunity to
dress up as Anglo-Saxons, visit the
reconstructed
village,
which
consists of eight buildings, and say
hello to the rare breed pigs and
chickens.

Jesus and his twelve disciples at the Last Supper.

Houses in the Anglo-Saxon village.

Later
in
the
term,
Dragonflies and Fireflies
went to see the retelling of
the
Easter
Story
in
Clapham, run by Impact –
Christians
Supporting
Schools. Immediately, we
were transported back in
time to Jerusalem and
made to feel a series of
emotions.

The actors were outstanding and
they enabled us to take inspiration
for our own retelling of the Easter
Story in school.

Jesus and his disciples.

Pelican ‘picnic-ers’

Pelican Picnic!
The ‘little pelicans’ in our nursery
enjoyed a delicious and impromptu
"picnic" recently. Their learning
objective was to play, share and
learn together. These children will
join Reception classes in September
2018. Not long to go now!
Nursery places are offered to
children from the beginning of the
term after they are three. If children
are eligible, we can offer places to
two-year olds. Please contact the
school for more details, to request a
visit or to receive an application
form.

Nursery
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A DAY OF MANY COLOURS!
Enjoying the shared table.

Recently, children in Year One
were immersed in their topic
about The Great Fire of London.
They met Master Patrick who took
us back to 1666. They became
apprentices on the streets of
London, learning skills that would
have been common for workers of
the era. The children then
excavated what was left of the
charred city, looking for personal
belongings and important legal
documents that helped the city
start the process of rebuilding. The
children and adults learnt new
information about 1666 and made
a button for Samuel Pepys coat,
that he had lost. A fantastic day of
learning!

On 21st May, the whole school gathered in glorious sunshine for
our ‘Day of Many Colours’ event. Children were encouraged to
share food to represent something of their family heritage.
The event happened to celebrate the Catholic holy day of
Pentecost, when God, the Holy Spirit, visited Jesus’ followers for
the first time.
At our school celebration, a mountain of food was shared and
enjoyed. The eating was followed by some playtime and a
performance from our excellent school choir. The children and
staff also wore brightly coloured clothing as part of the
celebration.

AMAZING CAFOD FUNDRAISING EFFORT!
Thank you to all our parents, children and staff, for raising in excess
of £2 000 to support the excellent work of CAFOD (Catholic Agency for
Overseas Development).
This year, as a bonus, for every £1 raised by school there is a
government scheme to match every donation, doubling the amount of
good and support CAFOD can provide.
CAFOD’s Certificate of thanks can be found on the last page.
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BEDFORD CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

CASTLE INVASION!

We offer seamless academic and pastoral
support, grounded in our Gospel values, to pupils
in all stages of their educational journey. Our
schools – St John Rigby Primary, St Joseph’s and
St Gregory’s Primary and St Thomas More
Secondary and Sixth Form Centre – are all rated
good or outstanding by OFSTED.

Year 2 journeyed back in time to the 1100s.
They invaded King Stephen’s castle for the day
and enjoyed living as his royal subjects.
Throughout the day, the children found out about
life in medieval Britain and made artefacts used
in day-to-day castle life. In the afternoon, the
children were welcomed to King Stephen’s
banquet hall and feasted on delicacies of
gingerbread and cheese. The children were all
given specific castle jobs from jesters to
jousters. They wore authentic costumes and
were able to re-enact medieval songs, dances
and jousting competitions.

http://www.bedfordcatholicschools.co.uk

SATS
Congratulations to all the Year 6 pupils who took
their much-anticipated SATs tests last week. They
did their very best and we were all very proud of
their attitude and enthusiasm.
Pupils particularly enjoyed sharing breakfast
together each morning.

The children were a credit to themselves and
thoroughly enjoyed their experience. They now
know so much about castles and the way people
lived during these times. During the rest of the
term, the children will learn about other castles
and the kings and queens who lived in them.

SATs results will be sent out at the end of the
year.
Year 6 Teachers

Enjoying a castle activity.

GARDENING CLUB
With the arrival of the warmer days, Gardening
Club is finally in full force! The newts are back in
the pond and we have been very busy clearing it
and the surrounding area for them. Despite the
earlier inclement weather, we have a variety of
vegetables on their way including runner beans
and peas. Over the coming weeks, we will be
planting more seeds, re-potting, caring for and
maintaining our crop.
Last term we took part in two Woodland Trust
initiatives, tree decorating and the recycling of
Christmas cards. We are now working very hard
towards the Gold Award.

R
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ROYAL WEDDING LUNCH
Children and staff enjoyed a
fantastic Royal Wedding Lunch
recently, courtesy of our lovely
Kitchen staff.
Meghan and Harry even took time
out of their busy schedules to
come and join us!
ROYAL WEDDING LUNCH

In Owls, Parrots and Eagles over the last term we have been learning
about the Stone Age and continued through our time line to the
Roman invasion of Britain.
Earlier in the year, the children were very excited to attend a private
screening of Early Man at the Vue cinema, where they had a great
time watching Ardman’s version of the invention of football!
After half term, we will all be heading for a trip to Verulamium in St
Albans to find out more about the Romans, and support our learning
in this area! We hope the children will enjoy learning what it was
like to be a Roman during the time of the invasion of Britain!

PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION
On Tuesday 6th May, six
pupils from Years 4 and 5
took part in a Youth Public
Speaking competition at
Bedford School.
The pupils competed
against other schools,
where they had to give a
one-minute speech on a
given topic.
They all worked as a team
and did extremely well.
Year 5s also showcased their music skills recently at a Bedford
Borough event. It brought together schools from across the area and
the children played pieces of music that they had been learning for
10 weeks. Our pupils excelled themselves in their recorder
performance.










Mini Vegetable Quiche
Vegetarian Sausage Rolls
New Potatoes or Potato
Salad
Corn on the Cob
Selection of Salads
Royal Wedding Cake
Shortbread
Jelly with Fruit

ONE BODY, MANY PARTS (CORINTHIANS 12) | Issue 1

6

.

We are well on the way to completing our first year as St Joseph’s and St Gregory’s Catholic Primary school
and cannot believe we will soon be saying goodbye to our Year 6 children and welcoming our new Reception
children and their families.

.

Contrary to popular belief, St Joseph’s and St Gregory’s welcomes children of all faiths, not just Catholic
families. There are a limited number of places still available in some year groups across the school and we
offer regular tours of the school, on either Tuesdays or Thursdays.

VACANCIES

Prospective parents are invited to contact the school office (01234 352062) in the first instance.

MAIN SCALE TEACHER
Required September 2018
Salary: MPS/UPS
Hours: Full Time
We are looking to appoint a passionate and creative
classroom practitioner across the primary age range.
Someone who truly enjoys working with children and has
the drive, motivation and skills to ensure that every child
makes the progress they are capable of and attains the
highest standard they can.
We offer supportive colleagues, children who are keen to
learn and opportunities to develop professionally.
Applications from NQTs and experienced teachers are
welcome.
Please visit our website www.stjosephsandstgregorys.com
or email hr@stjosephsandstgregorys.com
Closing Date: Monday 4 June at midday
Interview Date: w/c 4 June

FOUNDATION STAGE TEACHER
Required September 2018
Salary: MPS/UPS
Hours: Full Time
We are looking to appoint an excellent classroom practitioner
to join our friendly, collaborative and supportive team.
The successful candidate will:

Be passionate about education in the Early Years
Foundation stage

Have a caring and approachable manner

Inspire enthusiasm and support children to make excellent
progress

Have high expectations of themselves and children
We offer supportive colleagues, children who are keen to
learn and opportunities to develop professionally.
Applications from NQTs and experienced teachers are
welcome.
Please visit our website www.stjosephsandstgregorys.com or
email hr@stjosephsandstgregorys.com
Closing Date: Monday 4 June at midday
Interview Date: w/c 4 June

CAFOD CERTIFICATE

